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2.  Pastorals: Lambadas and Goudus are mainly pastorals and they largely subsist by rearing
cattle, selling milk and milk products. All other tribal groups of Andhra Pradesgh domesticate
cattle but mainly for agriculture purposes.
3.  Shitting Cultivation : Shifting cultivation is very largely prevalent among the tribals all over
the world, especially to cultivate lands on mountainous slopes.   Savaras, Jatapus.Khonds,
Konda Doras, Kotlas, Bagathas, Porjas, Gadabas and Konda Reddis resort to shifting cultivation
(Podu).
4. Settled Cultivation : Though many forest tribes are taking to settled cultivation through the
incentives provided by the government, the traditional settled cultivators are only the Bagathas
of Visakhapatnam district. Others like Reddi Doras, Koyas and Gonds living in plains also
take to settled cultivation.
5. Artisan : There is only one tribal group that is classified as artisan community. That is the
kammara community which undertakes blacksmithy as its profession. Though not classified
as such, a particular endogamous group among Lambadis - the Sonar Lambadis - are expert
goldsmiths. The women folk among them are expert garment makers with attractive colours
and embroidery. The manufacture of baskets is being undertaken by Porjas, Koyas, Konda
Reddis, Chenchus, Kolams and Yerukulas.
6.  Industrial Labour: Of late some of the tribals in the industrial belt of Khammam, Adilabad,
Karimnagar and Visakhapatnam are recruited as industrial and mining labour. Many of them
are also agricultural labour.
Legend and History of some Tribal Kingdoms
The religious texts in Sanskrit and Telugu are replete with references to various forest-living
tribes. Kiratas and Nishadas are mentioned in Rg V$da. Andhra, in fact, was referred to as a
tribe in Altar&ya Brahmaqa, AH the Telugus are believed to be the progeny of this ancient tribe.
'Andh', a tribe now inhabiting the Adilabad district, is supposed to be the direct descendant
of the earlier 'Andhra' tribe. Some of the tribal kingdoms mentioned in the Ramayana, like
Janasthana, Kishkindha and Dandakaranya, are believed to be parts of Andhra Pradesh. The
temple town of Bhadrachalam and places around it have for a long time been associated with
Rama's wanderings in the Dandakaranya and the places are worshipped with reverence.
Savaras, the tribal people of the Srlkakulam district, are considered to be the descendents
of Sabaras, an ancient tribe mentioned in AitarSya Brahman a and the Ramayana. Sabari who
offered Rama fruits after tasting them, Is a Savara woman. Similarly,, the Savara tribe is
mentioned several times In the Mahabharata.
There are many instances in the epics and puranas to show that, at a particular point of
time, the tribals were Invited and amalgamated Into the Vedic dharma. The 'savage' who later
became the greatest poet, Valmiki, was an instance of such amalgamation. Kannappa, whose
devotion for Siva was proverbial, is honoured even to day at the Kalahasti temple where his
idol stands as a memory of his undaunted courage and bhakti.